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Introduction of Kotone
Matsuyama
Name: Kotone Matsuyama, IFAPP Secretary, GFMD

Specialty: Clinical Pharmacology, Project Management

Current position: Professor Department of Health Policy and

Management, Deputy Director, Center for Strategic Research

Initiative, Nippon Medical School 

Current position in the Japanese Association of

Pharmaceutical Medicine (JAPhMed): Board of Directors

Current e-mail address (university): m-kotone@nms.ac.jp

Introductory comment:

Dear IFAPP colleagues,

Hello. My name is Koto. I am pleased

to e-meet you as IFAPP Secretary and

member of the IFAPP Communication

Working Group. I am also a board

member of the Japanese Association

called JAPhMed and we were truly

grateful to host ICPM 2018

in Tokyo, planned in close

collaboration between IFAPP and

JAPhMed.
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I graduated from Kyoto University Faculty of

Pharmaceutical Science and obtained a license of

pharmacist. I started my career in pharmaceutical

science as data manager in 2003: then I worked as

project manager since 2005. In my professional

experience, I spent 12 years at the Translational

Research Informatics Center, Foundation for

Biomedical Research and Innovation, Kobe and 2.5

years as a lecturer of Kyoto Prefectural University

of Medicine, and more than 3 years as professor

of Nippon Medical School in Tokyo. My area of

competence is clinical pharmacology and I

support many R&D projects initiated by

researchers in academia, not only for drugs, but

also for medical devices and regenerative

medicines.

I like to sing classical songs and opera arias when

I have free time, and I held some concerts, but

nowadays I gave up some of them due to the

COVID-19 pandemic.

I started some R&D projects against SARS-CoV-2,

and I hope we will overcome this emergency so

that I could restart these activities.

In many collaborative R&D projects between

pharmaceutical companies and academia, I

experienced that if we set a clear goal and a

social value proposition, we will get fruitful

results. 

In IFAPP we can share our experiences, discuss

latest scientific or social issues about

pharmaceutical medicine and communicate

among different professionals, from both

academia and companies. I believe these

discussions are very fruitful for every member.

Thank you very much for this opportunity.

Kotone Matsuyama
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The IFAPP Academy: a Success Story
Since its inception in 2016 the IFAPP Academy (ifappacademy.org) transpires a story of

success. Conceived as the educational arm of IFAPP and intended to provide

competency based education, training and professional certification in Medicines

Development, the Academy was rapidly accepted as a collaborative effort involving

representatives from the pharmaceutical industry, academic institutions, regulatory

agencies as well as experts in e-learning gathered as a nonprofit 501c.3 corporation

based in the USA. The shared goal was to provide state of the art in adult education

on key domains of Pharmaceutical Medicine. King’s College London became the

strategic academic partner whereas the syllabus for the program was adapted from

PharmaTrain, a consortium sponsored by the European Innovative Medicines Initiative

(IMI), so that the educational content was to be similar to that of postgraduate

programs in Europe.



Due to its intrinsic relevance and rapid growth, Medical Affairs was selected to be the first area to receive

specialized training and Professional Certification. The initiative was well received by four sponsors (Pfizer,

Sanofi, Merck and Bayer) who provided the initial funding for the program. A fast track was given, and

the program was rapidly developed. Four annual cohorts have been enrolled in a six-module approach

covering all disciplines involved in Medicines Development with a focus on the role of the Medical Affairs

function and its contribution to the pharmaceutical business.

The annual cohorts have shown a steady 50 % interannual mean increase in their size. By December 2020

around 400 participants from 55 countries serving in the Medical Affairs function will be part of the alumni.

A Certificate of Completion signed by King’s College London and a Professional Certification in Medicines

Development granted by IFAPP and the IFAPP Academy is given to every student successfully completing

the 60 lectures, 24 webinars and weekly Discussion Forums offered in a 36-week period. Suggested

readings as well as comprehensive assessments are also part of the experience with highly interactive

communication with the faculty. Upon graduation students are entitled to the use of postnominal letters

(CMD) immediately following their individual professional and/or academic degree.

The outcomes for the program are very favorable. In addition to gains in applied knowledge and personal

satisfaction graduates reported positive changes in skills, behaviors and attitudes when performing in their

jobs. Furthermore, these findings were confirmed by their supervisors and, thus, level 3 (out of 4) in the

well accepted Kirkpatrick Scale for evaluation of educational programs has been achieved. The IFAPP

Academy Board is proud of this accomplishment. The program undergoes continuous reviews to ensure

the state of the art in distance education is given to every new student. Applicants who are members of

National Associations linked to IFAPP may have a preferred rate.

Two additional programs will be launched in the Fall 2020 in collaboration with the Tufts University, Tufts

Center for the Study of Drug Development (CSDD; csdd.tufts.edu)), USA, and the Medical Affairs

Professional Society (MAPS; medicalaffairs.org). Other areas for collaboration with the World Medical

Association (WMA; www.wma.net), the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS;

cioms.ch) and the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United

Kingdom (www.fpm.org.uk) are under consideration to continue this success story. The IFAPP Academy is

focused to bring value and professional identity by ensuring Medicines Development is driven by

competent biomedical professionals willing to leverage health all over the world. 

The figure below demonstrates that IFAPP Academy’s Medical Affairs online training is a truly international

program.

 

Honorio Silva, MD, GFMD, FFPM (Hon)
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Creating a Professional Identity in
Pharmaceutical Medicine and Medicines
Development 

The vast majority of professionals created, over the years, a strong image of their

professional identity: this happens not only in life sciences (where most if not all

professionals have a clear identity, like oncologists, biotechnologists, molecular

biologists and so on), but also among professionals working in legal matters,

economics, physics and so on.

Some years ago, while discussing this matter among IFAPP officers, we realized that

professionals working in Pharmaceutical Medicine were lacking the title of their

profession: indeed most of us may identify themselves on the basis of their

medical certification (pneumologist, infectiologist), but this title has frequently no

more link with the present job role.



Our discussion was then closed with the unanimous idea that we had to build our professional image of

global experts in Pharmaceutical Medicine: according to the IFAPP style, a working group was formed

which, under the leadership of Dr Honorio Silva, IFAPP Past President and current IFAPP Academy

President, created a professional certification path involving combinations of the postgraduate

academic education and continuing professional development along with professional experience and

contribution to the fields of Clinical Research  and Medicines Development. Three professional

certification levels were established as follows: Certification in Medical Development (CMD), offered by

the IFAPP Academy and IFAPP,  Specialist in Medicines Development (SMD offered by PharmaTrain and

IFAPP) and the Global Fellow in Medicines Development (GFMD, offered by the IFAPP Academy and

IFAPP with the support of the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine). A scoring system aimed at

evaluating the contribution of each professional, based on Education, Contribution to the Profession

(presentations, publications, experience, patents) and contributions to the external Awareness of

Pharmaceutical Medicine as a discipline and profession was established for the GFMD.
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Figure 1: Career Path in Pharmaceutical Medicine (courtesy of Dr Honorio Silva)



To our knowledge this is a unique certification

approach organized by biomedical

professional associations. 

A pilot experience aimed at assessing the

accuracy of the criteria for the various

domains and the score system was arranged.

The Working Group identified a group

of selected candidates meeting the above

criteria and individual invitations

were distributed during the 4th Quarter 2019. 

A total of 117 applications were evaluated

and approved. The domains and scoring

systems were thus validated. The award

ceremony was originally planned to be held

during ICPM2020 (Rome, March 2020),

but this event had to be cancelled due to

COVID-19. The ceremony will now take

place virtually on July 16, and it is assumed

that all 117 awardees will be able to join, and to

receive their certification.

This is the first step of a long journey. IFAPP and

IFAPP Academy are committed not only to invite

many more professionals to be part of the

community of Global Fellows, expecting all

members will be involved in a lifetime program of

continuous professional growth and contributions

to leverage health at national and global levels.

Join us in the GFMD community! Be part of an

international team, devoted to the development of

safe and efficacious drugs, for the benefit of

patients worldwide. 

More details on the process for identification of

the second cohort of GFMD will be distributed

shortly. 

Domenico Criscuolo, MD, PhD, GFMD 

on behalf of the IFAPP/IFAPP Academy

Certification WG
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Dr. med. Michael Hübschen, Director Medical Affairs, Merck

Serono GmbH, Darmstadt, Germany, representing the

German Society of Pharmaceutical Medicine (DGPharMed) at

the IFAPP European Conference in Athens, Greece, in fall

last year, shortly outlines the reasoning for his attendance.

Dr. Kwinten Bosman, the IFAPP delegate from the Dutch

Association for Pharmaceutical Medicine (NVFG), acted as

his interviewer. 

Click on the picture of Michael to watch the video. 
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Sharing Best Practices in Pharmaceutical
Medicine at the IFAPP Level - 
a Voice from Germany

IFAPP secretariat - Leidsestraatweg 41d - 3443 BP Woerden - The Netherlands 

Chamber of Commerce 30224375 – VAT number NL817747321B02

Phone: (+31) 6 2291 1039 – e-mail: secretariat@ifapp.org – website: www.ifapp.org

IFAPP Communication Working Group

Raeefuddin Ahmed, Varvara Baroutsou, Frank Bringstrup, Domenico Criscuolo, Brigitte Franke-Bray,

Epaïnète Gawa, Ghazaleh Gouya, Qaddafi Jahangir, Ji-Hyun Kim, Rob van Maanen, Hasan Mahmood,

Kotone Matsuyama, Anna Rodet, Johanna Schenk, Peter Stilting, Chinnie Tan, Ajay Tiku

Follow us on: 

THE FLAG

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbbUksodnhc
http://ifapp.org/
http://www.ifapp.org/
http://www.ifapp.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ifapp/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/IFAPP-1729640107081062/

